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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGEL

?‘fﬁow-ff{fﬁ:u;x or the Sepufe cud Ihose of

It)e‘prfx-_'ftf‘:.’[.'(.\' i

To express gratitude to Gind, in the name
of the prople, [ 1 the preservation of the Uni-
ted States, is myv first duty inadidressing you,
Qur thoughts next revert to the death of the
late President, by an act of parricidal treason.
The grief of the nation is still fresh; it finds
some solace in the considerativn that he lived
to enjoy the highest proof ofits confidence hy
entering on the renewed term of the Chief
Magistracy, to which be hud been elected;
that he brought the civil war substantially to
a close; that his loss was depl in all paris
of the Union ; and that foreizn nutions have
fendered justice to his wen His remo-
val cast upon me a heavier weight of care
than ever devolvod npon any oneof L
cessors.  To fulill my trust [ oneed the
port and confifence of all who associatud with

1
.
LY

ored

V.

toe in the various tments of Loverniaent,
and the support anddenee of tive peaple
There is bt one was wihitels §oeur liopeto
i_’.‘;in their NECessary il it , I o=Tute with
Frankness the princinTes which 0 &y con-
'J!:'.'l‘ .'ITi'i 1 i a} is {t :

Rigte of atlairs, wel aware
i Dol wil

of iy Inbors wi
on vour and their wal
Te Union of ¢!
was wiendal by i
thie Stales thom
ahiall be perpetuad,”

Kederation, < To Geny a gy per iy
l!'l_l-‘ an ordinanee ol ihe peojhe ol
States, is the deelared st 1
tution.  The Lnnd ol i1 Providenge was
never mare plaindy visble in the Lomenbie il
{}]c ;}I}:Jiiti:lg ul that Vasur. st v is L
Yond compauiison, the proitestes ir At e
ican histury jand, ideed, iz i of ail
events int i oo, U
with consegn pees T
earth?  Tuve wemlas
wirich prepsrod 1t s t
eXperivine ol the i
enl States conl of atiier Bl an Lveiie
Baorets, aled il pew o Lag Uiy ol
i ey obilained 1 wisd ~ ) .
ehces  Aand whety Lddg o080 0y el
the approval ol a people tant o fed w oo
part of a coniiuent | seted v
many distinet ¢ P, wohie Vabide
derful than t ‘1 : vl
ln"ug t]i'-il.'!:.\\'.; Mb, Hll g 1 tis
were ultimately diz B WY 0 e
port?

The O nstitution, fo wlich 0 was thns

faparted, countaius withi
wsources for Its owin preser
er to entoree the laws, pi
sure <omesiic tranqeality. o
usurpativn of the Government of u
one man, o an o:12areny, L bocailles
of the United States to ke
tee 10 that Stute of @ [
ernment, and s0 ton
wusness of all.  Does the d
defects ? A simple mode of
provided in the Constitution itsuif]
conditionscanaiways be wad
requirements of advancing civiliz

the duty

171=

ool THe

1 p=e

ainvetndirend
y Litt its
v the

No

room is allowed even fur the thu of a
possibility of its coming to an el And

these powers of seif-preservativn huve al
bicen asserted iu their complete intooiy
every patrivtic Chicl Magi
and Jackson, not less
and Madison. The parung
Father of his conntry, while vet President, to
the people of the United States, was, that
the free Constitution, whicl was the work o!
their hands, might e suered'y  medntaineds”
and the inaugural i President Jetier:

WiHvs

strate—hv .
an by Was!

o

Anebost

1 H - '
alvise ol L

s

son held up “the preserration of the Geneal
Government, in its Constitutional vigor, as

the sheet anchor of vur peace at home and
salety abroad.” The Covstitutionis the work
nf “the people of the United Stat : it

=

; an
'..‘”!r]‘:-
: ol the
no mode! I the pasy
hendel the ex-
vork., Fi fioin a

Ty power, wany patri-

tholild be as indestructible as the p
that
} 1

It is not stranee e {ramers
Donstitution, whicl
Ehould not have fally comp
2ellence of their own
Btrugele against arbi
bts suffered from harassine
Yion of the State Governments by the Guene al
Rovernment, and wany from a drewd that
gtatt's; would bireak away from thelr or
But the very greatness of our country sh
allay apprehiension of encroachments by
General Government. hjvets tht e
fnquestionably with BT
therous that it must ever nats
embarrassed by quuestion
Were it otherwi
beneath the bar
would be chol
structed by exvess1:
temptation 10 exereise s
of the General Grover
than to trespuss on thulr
“The absolute serpiiescence
of the majority” was at the |
century, enforced Ly Julivrso
principle of vepublics,” :
last four years have vstab
forever, that there lies noapoenl to biree
The maintenarnce of the Union britgs witl
it “the support of the State Guvernments

i}

'-..':\:'.1

r foars ol analsorp-

L S

all their rizhts;” but it iz mel one
rights of any State teaverimpent o 1y

itsown place in the Union
laws of the Union. )
be maintained in the
the Federal Governig

peal from 1t Jaw- crecpt 1o the v
branches of the Uovertueat i

people, who Gt 4o

Tegislutive wnlof Ui o

o tenre but o i

feralwayste

>--i-‘_1,: i)

| «hill be made in pursuance thereof, and all

cunge of the Censtitution.  The latter con-

tains the cmphatic words: “The Constitu-

guage of the Confederacy, and not the lan-

THE HERALD :

tion, and the laws of the United States which |

trenties made er which shall be 1made under

the authority of the United States, shall be |
the supreme law of the land ; and the judges |
in every State shall be bound thereby, any-|

thing in the Constitution or laws of any State
to the contrary notwithstanding.”

Certainly the Government of the United
States is a limited government; and so isevery
State  government a limited government.
With us, thisidea of limitationspreads through
every form of admimstration, general, State
and municipal, aud rests on the great distin-
enishing principle of the recognition of the
righits of man.  Theancientrepublicsabsorbed
the individual in the State, prescribed his re-
lizion and controlled his activity. The

i American systen rests on the assertion of the
equal right of every man to life, liberty and |

the pursuit of heppiness; to freedom of con-
wcietice, to the culture and cxercise of all his
fioultics.  As a consequence, the State gov-
ernment is limited, as to the General Govern-
ment in the interest of Union, as to the indi-
vidual eitizen in the interest of freedcm,
Siates, with proper limitations of power,
are cssential to the existence of the Constitu-
tion of the United States. At the very com-
mencement, when we assumed a place among
the powers of the earth, the Declaration of
Lndependence was adopted by States; so also
were the Articles of Confederation 3 and when
“the people of the United States” orduined
and established the Constitution, it was the
sseent of the Ntates, one by one, which gave
it vitality.  In the event, ton, of any amend-
ment to the Constitution, the proposition of
(“nerress needs the confirmation  of States.
ithont Rtates, one great branch of the Leg-
sative Governtment would be wanting.  And,

s nition of the binding foree of the laws of the
{ure, and whether it is to be addpted at once

fowe ook hevhaed the letter of the Constitu- |

tion to the charaeter of onr eountry, its ea-
ity for comprebending within its jurisdie
mtipual empive is due to the
system of Nat The best secunity fur the
crunl existence of the S:ates is the *“‘sa-
sthority ™ of the Constitution of the
ates. The perpetnity of the Con-
biings with it the perpetuity of the
catial relation makes us what
anr palitical system their con-
The whole cannet ex-
arts, nor the parts without
e wlide, S0 lone asthe Constitution of the
ited Ntates endures, the States will en-
Uie deairuction of theene is the e

e, o viast ¢

2.
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i
¥ o of the uther—the !Il‘\:.‘-t‘!“':tiitm of the
ot i the preservation of the etbur,
I thos explained my viewsof the mu-
i) srs ol theConstitetionand the States

Beennse they nuiold the principles on which |
shi to suive the nomentons questions
ue the .‘l;-f-:;”ih;: dilliculiies that
v cammencement of miy ads
1t has been wmy  steadfist ob-
ape from the sway of momentary
cns, and to drive o healing policy fiva
wental and unchangmg prindyl
Consilutody.
i the States suffuing fem the offe-ts

Resistence to the Generd Gove
ared to have exhausted itselll
i < had recovered possession of
< fris o oand arsenalsy and their armies
i the oecupation of every State which
sl ,1'.1'.’1“111!;"! to ~eeede. Whether the terri-
tory within the Hmits of these States should
be leld as conquered territory, under military
authority, emanating from the President as
the hewd of the army, was the first question
it preserted fsell for decision.

Now, iilitary sovernments, established for
i ¢ period, would have offered no

ity fur the early suppression of discon-
t; would have divided the people into the
vantgai-hers and the vanquished, and would

have eny

et e at the v

on Ui

1 war.

stored affeetion. Onee  established, no pre-
cisg limit to their continuance was coneciva-
Bl They woulid have occasioned an incaleu-
lable and exhausting expense.  Peaceful emi

ix vie of the best wmeans that can be
it of for the restoration of the hartony;
ard that curigration would have been preven-
ten 3 for what emigrant from abroad, what in-

?T_‘.'

"tore the constitutivnal relations ot the States,

Cuneertainty prevail,

DSt

| tion to those Statespby renewing their alle-

enforced through their ageney. The blockade

]

has heen removed, and the custom-hovses re- |
"tors in each State shall have the quadifieations

established in ports of entry, so that the rev-
enue of the Tnited Statos mry en.lected,

Lin

The Post Office Department renews its ccase-
less activity, and the General Government s,

there™  enabled to communicate promplly
vith . 5 officers and agents. The courts bring
secerity to persons and property ; the dpen-

ing of the ports invites the restoration of in-

dustry and commerce 5 the post office renews
the facilities of social intercourse and of busi-
ness.  And is it not happy for us all, that the

restoration of each one of these functions of | of power in the habits of the people,

the General Government brings with it a
Llessing to the States over which they are ex-
tended 2 Ts it not a sure prowise of harmony
and renewed attachment to the Union that,
after all thut has happenced, the return of the
Gieneral Governwent is known only as a ben-
elivience ?

I know very well that this policy is atten-~

ded with some risk ; that for its success it re-
quires at least the acquiescence of the States
which it concerns ; that it implies an invita-

giance to the United States, to resume their
functions as States f the Union. DButit ixa
pisk that must be taken ; in the chotce of dif-
ficulties, it is the smallest risk ; and to dimin-

the choice of members of the House of Rep.
resentatives of the United States, “the elee-

requisite for electors of the most numerous
branch of the State Leeislatnre.”  After the

formation of the Constitution, it remained, as |
Lefore, the nniform nsage for cach State to
enlarze the body of its ¢lectors, according to

its own judcment ; and, under this system,
orie Stats after another has procecded to in-
crease the number of its cleciors, until uni-
versal sulfrage, or something very near it, is
the general rule. So tixed was this reservation
: and so
unquestioned has been the interpretation of

| the Constitution, that during the civil war

!

the late President never harbered the pur-

| pose—certainly never avowed the purpose—of

ish, and if possible,.to remose all danger, T

have felt it incumbent on me to assert one
other power of the General Government—the
power of pardon.  As no State can throw a
defenece over the erime of treason, the power
of pardon is exclusively vested in the Exeen-
tive Government of the United States. In
exercising that power [ have taken every pre- |
caution to conneet it with the clearest recog-

United States, and an unqualified acknowl-
cdgement of the great social change of condi- |
tion in recard to slavery which has grown
out of the war.

The next step which T have taken to res-

his been an invitation to them to participate |
in the high oflive of amending the Cuastitu- |
tion, Fvery patriot must wish for a general
amnesty at the earliest epoch consirtent with
pubilic safay,  For this great end there is
need of # concurrence of all opinions, and the |
spirit of mutnal concitiatian Al parties in |
the late terrible contlivt must wiak together
in harmony, Tt is uot too mueh to ask, in the |
name of the whale people, that, on the one!
side, the plan of restoration shall proceed in

cenformity with 2 willingness to cast the dis

orders of the past into oblivion § and that, on
the other, the evidenee of sincerity in the fu-!
ture minintenance of the Union <hall be put

bevord any duabt by the ratification of the

proposed amendment to the  Constitation, |
which provides for the abolition of slavery
forever within the liwits of our country. So
long as the adoption of this amendment is de- |

faved, so long will dught, and jenlousy, and,

This is the mueasure
which will ¢ff Le sad memory of the past 5
this is the measure which will most certainly
el papulation, and eapital, and sceurity to
those parts of the Union that need thew
[ndeed, it i net too much to ask of
the Ntates, which are gow resaming their pla-
ees in the family of the Union to give this
plodire of perpetual loyalty and peace. Undily
it i~ done, the past, however much we may
desire it, will not be furgotten.  The adoption |

-

=il

Cof the amendment re-unites us beyond all |

Cunited people, renewed and

i support.

It heals the wound that !

power of disruption,
15 still i |

il fmperfectly closed ; it removes slavery. !
the clentent which has so long perplexed and
divided the country, it makes us once more a |
strengthened,
bound more than ever to mutual affection und

The amendment to the Constitution being

Cadopted, it would remain for the States, whose

| powers have been so long in abeyance, to re-

onoied Liatred rather than have re- |

| to juldge, each of you for yourselves, of the

eration to and from that portion of the coun-- clections, returns, and qualifications of your

sume their plices in the two branches ef the
National Legislature, and therchy complete
the work of restoration.  IHereitis for you,
fellow-citizens of the Senate, and for you, fel-
low-eitizens of the Hovse of Representatives,

own members,
The full assertion of the powers of the Gen-
cral Guvernment reguires the holding of Ulr- |
: ™

| euit Courts of the United States within the

dristiions citizen at home, would  place him- |

i 1

self witiinely under military rule?
rons who would Lave followed in the train
of the army would have been dependent -on
the General Government, or men who expec-

ted profit from the miseries of their erring

fllow-citizens.  The powers of patronage and
rite which would have been exereised, under
the President, over a vast, and populous, and
naturaliy wealthy region, are greater than,
ailess extretne necessity, I should be willing
to entrust to any one man, They are such

The chitel |

as, for myself, I eould never, unless on ecca- |

sions of great emergeney, consent to excreise,
Tie willul nee of such powers, if continued
throuzh a peried of years, would have en-
¢d the purity of the general administra-

(i

Cfingrant in character, has Leen committed.

ton and the liberties of the States which re- |
" hould Lave faiv and iwpartial tiials o the,

mained loyal
Dosides the poliey of military rule over con-

qeered te
States whose inhabitants may lave taken
in the rebeliion had, by the act of those
mite, eeqsed to exist.But the true theo-

all pretended acts of sceessinn

L

<totes eannet connnil treason, nor screen the

individual eitizens who may have committed
troa<on, any more than they can make valid
trentive or engnze in lawful commerce wilht

4% Wl b b
'
HER T |

ien poewer. The States attempting
placed themselves in a condition
wl v viality was impaired, but not
extinruishel—their functivus suspended, but
et tig‘.‘-i!'t\_\ vil.

But if any State negleets or refuses to per-
£ its oflices, there is the more need that
the iy Jd Government should maintuin all
its wuthority, amld, as soon as practicable, ve-
sutne the exvreise of all its functions. On
inle I have acted, and have graitual-
7 and quietely, and by almost imperceptible
teps, sought te restore the vightful caergy of
sl Government and of the Suates.
it end, Provisional Gosernors have bueen
appitted for the States, Conventions were
cnilod, Covernors cleeted, Legistatures assem-
bled, and *enatorsand Representatives chosen
to tie Congress of the United States. At the
catnie e, the Courts of the United Siates,
«< enld be done, have been re-opened,

wo 1wz of the United States; way L

Lis nrived

I

[ EW [T

in
To i
L]

as fur:

tury would have implicd that the

from the beginning, null and void. The

districts where their authority has been in
terrnpted. Tn the present posture of our pub-
lie affuirs, strong oljections have been nrged
to holding those courts in any of the States
where the rebellion has existed ; and it was |
ascertained by inguiry, that the Cirenit Comt
of the United States would not be held in the |
Di~trict of Virgtma during the autumn or
early winter, nor until Congress shouid have |

whole subject.” To your deliberatious the |
restoration of this bianch of the civil author-
ity of the United States is, therefore, necessa-
rily referred, with the hope that enrly provis-
jon will be made for the resnugtion of all its
functions.  Itis mamfest that treason, most

dersons who are charged with its commmission |

Lighest tribunals of the country, in order!
that the Constitution and the laws may be
fully vindieated 1 the trath clearly established
aod wirmed that treason s a cetime, that trai-
Leutd be panished and the otfence made
infonons, ard, st the sase time, that the
question  way  be  judicially setthed, Q-
vally il forever, that uo State, of itz own
will, hins the mght o 1enounce its placein the
Cnion.
The reltions of the Coneral Government
towards the fonr wmillions of inbabitants whaoir

tars s

the war has catled into frecuom, has engaged
v st serlous cotsbleration, On the pro-
pricty of attepling 19 wake the frecdmien

clectors by the proclamation of the Fxeentive,

| form.

| be Lairly opened 1o them
| tare prosperity and condition sty after all,
; . : | rest mannly on themselves:

“an opportunity to consider atd act on the &

om employmient, or had bat the secend

digregarding it ; and in the Acts of Congress
during that period, nothing can be found
which, during the continnance of hostilities,
much less alter their close, would have sanc-
tioned any departure by the Excentive froma
policy which has so uniformly obtained. More-
over, a concession of the elective franchise to

the frecdmen, by act of the President of the.

United States, must have been extended toall
colored men, wherever found, and must 8o
have established a chanee of sulfrage in the
Northern, Middle and Western States, not
less than in the Southern and South-western.
Snch an act would have created a new class

- of voters, and would have been an assumption

of power by the President which nothing in

| the Constitution or laws of the United States

would have warranted.

On the other hand, every dangzer of con-

flict is avoided, when the settlement of the
question is referred to the several States,
They can, each for itself, decide on the meas-

and absalutely, or introduced gradnally and
with conitions. In my judgement, the freed-
men, if they show patience and manly virtues,
will seoner obtain a participation in the clec-
tive franchise through the States than through
the General Government, even ifit had pow-
er tointervene.  When the tumult of emotions
that have heen raise] Ly the swldenness of
the social chanee shall have snbgided, it may
prove thai they will receive the Kindliest
usaze from some of those on whom they have
heretolore most close y depended.

But while T have no doubt that now, after
the close of the war, it is not competent for
the General Government to extend the eleetive
fracchise in the several States, it i cqually
clear that gaod fith requires the scenrity of
the freedmen in their iberty and their prop-
erty, their rizht to luhor, and their right to
clad the just return of their labor. Teannot
too strongly urze a dispassionate  treatment
of this subjeet, which should be earcfully kept
alocl from all party strife. We must equally
avoid hasty assumptions of any natwal im-
possihlity for the two races to live side by

Csirle, inoa state of wutsal benefit and good
cwill. The experimeni involves us in no in

consisteney 3 let us, then, go on awl ke
that experiment in good fuith, and not be too
ensily disheactened. The country is in need
of lubor, atd the freedmen are in need of cin-
piovment, culture and  protection.  While

their rizhit of volustary migration and expat- |

dation is not to be r]:xz-.-liuncd, I wonld not
advise their furced removal and colouization,
Let us rather encoursge them to honorable
and useful industry, where it may be bene-
ficial to themselves and to the country ;3 and
and, instead of hasty anticipations of the cer-
taiuty of failure, let there be nothing wanting
to the fair trial of the experiment. The
changze in their condition is the substitution

of labor by contract for the status of slavery. |

The freedman eannot fairly be accused of un-
wil ingness to work, so long as a_ doubt re-
wains about his freedom of ehoice in his pur-
sutts, aned the certainty of his recovering bis
stipulated wages. I this the interest of the
cuployer and the cployed evincide.  The
cmplover desires in his workwen spivit anl

aluctity, and these can be permanently se-
eured in no other way. And if the one onght |

to he able to enforce the contract, so ought
the other.

adeauate  protection and remedies for the
ficedmen,  Until this is in some way aceoui-

{ plished, there is no chance for the advanta-

aeous use of their labor ; and the Dlame of
ill-suecess will not rest on them,

I know that : fucere philanthiropy is earnest
for the immediate realization of it remotest
aimss but time is always an clement in re-
It is one of the greatest acts on record
to have brought four willions of people into
freedom.,  The career of free industry must
s and then their fu-
Il they fail, and
perish away, let us be carcful that the fatiure
shall not be attributable to any denial of jus-
tice. In all that relates to the destiny of the
frecdmen, we need not be too anxiuus to read
the future; meoy incidents, which, from 2
sneenlative print of view, might taise alarm,
will quictly settle themselves.

Now that slavery is at an ead, or near its
end, the greatness of its evil, in the point of
view of public ceonezy, becomes more and
move apparent.  Slavery was essentially amo-
nopoly of labor, and as=uch Lwvked the States
whore it prevailed, agaiust the incomiv ol free

SRS A
—

industry. Where laborwas the property of
the capitalist, the white man was exitrled

1 st
charee of tinding ity and the forcin cmi-
i turned away fvom the region where
woull be precit it -—

=1
hi< (‘n]:'.“:iull =0

"With the destruction of the menopoly, free

o will Lasten from ail paris of the -

I tool: fur wy connsel the Constitution itsell] |

the iuterpretations of that instrumen
authers aud their contemporaries, aud recent
legislation by Congress.  When, at the first

t hy its,

movement towaras independence, the Con-

erenc of the United States instructed the sev-
i - - 5 5 o
eral Stutes o institute Governments of thelr

owt, they left each State to decide for itsell
the conditions for the enjorment of the clec-

tive franchise,  Puring the period of the Con-
federsey, there continucd to exist a very
ereat diversity in the qualificationg al eleetors
in the severnl States ; and even within aState
a dissinetlen of qualifivations prevailed with
reenrd o the cffleers who were to he eliosen.
The Constitution of the Doited States recogs
nizes these diversities when it enjoins that, n

vilized world to assi=t in developing varing
aral  Immmensurable resources which  bave

hitherto lain dermant.  The dght or uine
States nerrest the Gull of Mexico havea sl of
exuberant fertility, afelinate tricndly to g
ife, sod ean sustain a denser population than is
fonnd asyet in any partof ourcountry, Al

the future indux of povuletion to thern wiii be |

mainly from the North, or f1osn the wmos
tivated nations of Europe.  From t
ings that have attended them dus
late strugple, Tet us dook away 1o t!
which is sure to be laden for them with

g o
e PRETEAIN
wrester prospet
Known, The removal of the woncpily of
Slave lubor T3 a pledge that those vegions wil'
el by oa nemerons and enterprizing
aitan, which will vie with auy fu the
Lion in eompactuess, fnvenibe genlus,
wealth nnd fndusiry.,

Cur Goyerument spii

i pree
popu!
o

from and was

The public interest will be best
Fpromoted, if the several States will provide

ity than bas ever Lefore Been |

made for the people—unat the pecple for the

Government.  To them it cwes aileginnee
from therm it mast derive s eotirage,strength
and wisdom.  But while the Government is
thus bound to defer to the people, from whom

very consideration of its origin, be strong in

of inequalities.  Monopolies, perpetuities and
class legislation are contrary to the genius of
free zovernment, and ouzht not to be allowed.

ix that of cqual laws and freedom of industry.
Wherever monopoly attains a foothald, it is
<ure to be a source of danger, discord and
trouble.  We shall
lemislators by according “equal and exaet jus-
tice to all men,™ gpecial privileges to none
I'lie Government is subordirate to the people
but as the agent and representative of the

lies, which, in themselves, ouzht never to be

eranted, and which, where they cxist, muost

be subordinate and yicld to the Government.

The Constitution confers on Congress the
right to regulate commerce among the several
States. It is of the first necessity for the
maintenance of the Urnion, that that com-
merce should be free and unobstrueted. No
State can be justified in any device to tax the
transit of travel and comneree between States.
Tue position of many > tates is such, that il
they were al
parposes of local revenne, the commerce be-
tween States might be injurionsly burdened,
or even virtually prohibired. It is best,while
the country is still yeung, and while the ten-
deney to dangerous monopolics of this kind
is still feeble, to ase the power of Longress so
as to prevent any sclfish impediment to the
free circulation of wen and merchandize. A
tux on travel and merchandize, in their tran-
sit, congtitutes one of the wo.st forms cf mo-

it derives its existence, it should, from the |

its power of resistance to the establishment |

lere there is no room  tor favored classes or
menopolies ; the principle of our Governmen®

but fultil our duties as |

n the report of the
;_{l.'llsl‘:l.l stitnainry s I’_lE-"'i] of the

cimpaizns of 1534 nd 1000, enn

the nations

suppressivi ol armad resistanes to
al anthority in the dosurgent Sistes. The
operations of the geners] wdministrative ba-

e the last
(ot made of
e :.::nf:t-'l for
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rean of the War Dopatosent o
venr ave dotaihad, and

the appropointions tha!
military praposes in the dseal your comme:
ciner the Both of Jope, 1806, The national
military foree onthe St of May, 1563, nun-
bered 1,060,516 men, Wis proposad to re-
diee the willitary establishment oo peace

I'nt-!il.g, 0! ;.-u-f;._-:.a-.]: TR :_:'i.;:-!:s uf :111
arts, urg Jd snoas o wehit ofan enlarge-
ment by Hling onothe ma hs o »2oa0h if the

cireumstatces of the conntry shieuld reguire
1 The volan-

o :1'..':_;11|.L-:.?:;lin:t ol

teer furee Lins alres “\ Levn reduecd bByothe
Cldizelarme from et ine o eeer S0 00 ronps;

people, it must be hebl superior to manopo- -

bmitita sysiom, ] o the propricty ofmak

Towed to tuke advantaze of it for |

nopoly, and the evil is incressed it coupicd |

with a denial of the chioiee of route.

When |

the vast extent of our country is consiilered, |

it is plain that every ol
culation ® ot commcree 1
oucht to be sternly «
proprinte legislations, within the linits of the
Constitutis,

The report of the Sceretary of the interior
explaivs the eanditinn of the public lands, the
transactions of the Pacent Gtlice and the Pen-
sion Barean, the mapagement of our Indian
affiairs, the prozress made in the construction
of the Pacific Railroad, and furnishes inform-
ation in refurence to matters of local interest
in the Distriet of Columbia. Tt also presents
evidenee of the suecessful operation of the
Homestead  Act, under  the provisions of
which 1,160,385 acres the public lands
were eniercd during the last tiseal year—
wore than one-fourth of the whole number of
acres sold or otherwise disposul of during
that period, Tt is estimated that the reecipts
Cderived from this source ure sufficient to
cover the expenses incident to the survey and
disposal of the lands entered under this act,
and that payments in cash to the extent of
from forty to fifty poer cent. will be made Ly
settlers, who may thus, at any thme acquire
title befure the exviration of the period at
which it would otherwise veste Tihe Hnne-
stead policy was established ouly after Tong
and earpest resistance ; experienee proves its
wisdom. The lands, in the hands of indus-
tiious settlers, whose libor creates wealth
and contributes to the public resources, are

wtween the

¢

(M1

setacle to the free cir- |
States |
¢d against by ap- '

worth more to the United States, than if they |
had been reserved as a solitude for future

purchasers.

The laumentable events of the last four years,
and the saerifices wade by the eallant swen of
our army and navy, have swelled the records
of the Pension Bureau to an unprecedenited
extent.  On the 40th day of June last, the
total number of peosivners was 83,0506, re-
quiring for their annunl pav, exclosive of ex-
penses, the sum of $5028,445. The nmnber
of applications that huve been allowed sinee
that date will require a large inerense of this
amosnt for the next fiseal yenr.  The means
for the payment of the siipends doe, unduey
existing laws, to onr disabled soldiers and
sailors, and to the funilivs of such as have
perished in the service of the country, will no
doubt be cheerfully
erateful people will not hesitate to sanction
any measures having fur their object the re-
liel of soldiers mutilated and funilies made
fatherless in the elfurts to preserve our has
tinnal existence.

The report of the Pestouister General pre-
cents an eneoraging exhibit of the operns
tions of the Post Olfice Department dining
the year. The revenues of the past yoar
from the loyal States alone, execeded the
maximuim annual reecints Gom all the Stales
previous to the rebellion, in the sum of
§5,058,001 5 and the annual aversge inercase
of revenue during the lust fonr years, com-
pared with the revenies of the fonr yenrs ime
methintely preces fng the war, was ®3,0390 B4l
The reventes of the last Sseal vear ammantal
to S145556,158, and  the expenditnres to
13,004,723, leaving a surplus of reecipts over
Prooress hias heen

expenditures of &sul 480,
made in restoring the postal serviee in the
“Zouthern States.  The views preserted by
e Postmastor-Ceneral agsinst the poliee of
granting subsidies to ocean sl steamship
Tines upon established raiites, sl in Fovor of
continuing the presont systen, which it
Uhe compensation for soean service to the os-
trre carnings, nre roeotumetded to the care-
fal considetation of Uongies

1t appears, {ram the reportof the Sueretary

¢ the Navy, that whiliat the commenczinen
of the present vear, Urlere woere i comtiise
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cion vessels of all clusses and deseriptions
armed with 3060 muns, and mansal by 31,000
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paen, the pumber vessels nt present in
coisston is 11T, with S50 guas and 12,328
men. By this prompt reduction of the vl
Piners the expenses of the Government have
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